1926           LETTERS  OF  GERTRUDE  BELL

To F.B.                                                        BAGDAD, May z&h, 1926.

Your letter of May nth was the very first news I had of
your doings during the general Strike* You don't sound as if
you were living in a Strike at all, but it is wonderful how little
difference it made, even in London, I gather from Elsa. But
if the coal Strike drags on and on, it will be very dreadful and
it muSt end in dislocating life, Molly hasn't written since just
after she was ill.

I am sure that Maurice muSt have been admirable at
Middlesbrough but there were anxious moments, weren't
there. Oh dear, isn't it a horrid world

I hope you won't think I'm wrong in saying that I can't go
away yet and leave aU my antiquities unarranged and un-
guarded* I have been writing to father about it, I'll see
later how things go on, but it s so very expensive to return
home and then come back here that I think I would rather
finish and then go away. It isn't because I don't immensely
want to see you and father, but I know you will understand
that it means a very great deal to leave everything that I have
been doing here and find myself really rather loose on the
world. I don't see at all clearly what I shall do, but of course
I can't Stay here forever; already I feel that when Bernard is
here, and Sir Henry, I'm not at all necessary in the office.
I would have liked to Stay in the Department of Antiquities
if I could come home every year, but I don't feel justified in
asking the Iraq Government to give me anything like a
permanent post The Diredor here should know cuneiform
and be a trained museum official. What I can do is juSt to tide
them over. * * ,

All the same I feel very much torn. Tell me what you
think, will you please.

To HJB.                                                       BAGDAD, Afay z6titf 1926,

I received by laSi mail your letters of May jth and nth a&d
read them with the deepest interest. Also letters from mother
and Elsa, of May i ith, so that I had a good all round view of
what things were like* Your forecast as to the duration of tha -'-
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